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many. Today we mourn the passing of
Steve Walsh, but we also rejoice that
he resides with his Creator now.

May his spirit live on throughout our
work in Congress and in the hearts of
all who were blessed to know him.

———

AMERICANS SHOULD HAVE EQUAL
ACCESS TO THE BALLOT BOX

(Ms. GARCIA of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I rise to call attention to the impor-
tance of passing the John Lewis Voting
Rights Advancement Act.

Every American should have equal
access to the ballot box. Our democ-
racy is stronger when everyone can
participate. This should not be con-
troversial or politicized, it is about en-
suring a very basic right of every
American.

Sadly, in my home State of Texas,
the GOP has been trying again and
again and again to strip our right to
vote. After three attempts to pass a
dangerous anti-voting bill, the Texas
GOP has made it absolutely clear that
they do not really want communities
of color, seniors, and Latinos to vote.

The original Voting Rights Act was
designed to stop this very kind of be-
havior. Voter suppression was wrong
then and it is wrong now.

Madam Speaker, I call upon my col-
leagues to vote for H.R. 4 so that we
can strengthen our democracy and
build on the Voting Rights Act. This
bill will ensure that everyone has an
equal right to vote.

———
RECOGNIZING MARTY REISER

(Mr. SCALISE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SCALISE. Madam Speaker,
today I rise to recognize Marty Reiser,
a man of immense character and integ-
rity who selflessly served the American
people for over 20 years.

After graduating from the College of
the Holy Cross, Marty started at the
Department of Commerce as an ap-
pointee under President  Ronald
Reagan.

In the 1990s, Marty came to the
House of Representatives, where he
worked for Congressman Dan Miller in
a variety of roles, ultimately finishing
up as his chief of staff. After leaving
Capitol Hill, he went on to a think
tank and taught high school before
managing Xerox’s governmental affairs
team.

In 2011, Marty came back to the
House, joining the Ways and Means
Committee’s Health Subcommittee,
where he was instrumental in crafting
legislation that would provide quality
healthcare for millions of Americans.

On August 18, 2014, Marty joined my
team and has been a vital part of it
ever since. With a servant’s heart and
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attention to detail, Marty is an expert
not only on House procedure, but on all
issues passing through the whip’s of-
fice, and is relied upon in all other
leadership offices as well.

Thank you, Marty, for your faithful
service to the House of Representa-
tives, and best of luck in your future.
You will be missed.

———

PRESIDENT BIDEN’S BUILD BACK
BETTER AGENDA

(Ms. PLASKETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PLASKETT. Madam Speaker, 1
understand the importance of passing
legislation that will make much-need-
ed investment in our Nation’s infra-
structure. And as the representative of
the Virgin Islands, a place where mod-
ern infrastructure resilience to climate
change is needed, I am committed to
making that happen.

President Biden’s Build Back Better
agenda is not just about fixing our Na-
tion’s crumbling infrastructure, it is
also about strengthening the economy,
creating jobs, helping Americans afford
the rising cost of living. These critical
investments will not be possible with-
out passage of a budget resolution.

Passage of a budget resolution gives
House Democrats the opportunity to
make sure we are not just investing in
infrastructure, but also reducing car-
bon emission, restoring transit fund-
ing, reconnecting neighborhoods, and
ensuring climate-resilient and afford-
able investment in our crumbling
wastewater infrastructure, all of which
are needed in my home.

Ensuring a bicameral reconciliation
process, with input from the people’s
House prior to the passage of the bipar-
tisan infrastructure legislation, is es-
sential to advancing critical American
priorities on infrastructure and so
much more. That is why I know Demo-
crats will work together and take the
first step to enact a budget resolution
this week.

———

AFGHANISTAN DEBACLE

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, first
of all, to all those who served in Af-
ghanistan, we thank you. God bless
you. You did everything you were
asked to do. You did your duty with
honor. But like most Americans, I
watched with disgust as the Taliban
retook Kabul last Sunday.

Any shame of that operation lies
here in D.C. with the suits, not with
the boots, who allowed this to happen.
Yet, what are we hearing? Rhetoric.
White House communications director
Jen Psaki says: Now, it is irresponsible
for those to be talking about Ameri-
cans that are stranded in Afghanistan.

We see the word ‘‘stranded’ on the
front page of the newspaper. We see the
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word ‘‘hostage.”” We see the words—all
sorts of things—showing what a deba-
cle this has been, including ‘‘debacle’’
right on the front page. So what do we
get from the White House? We are not
getting transparency, as promised by
the Biden administration, unless you
want to define ‘‘transparency’ as invis-
ible, which they have been.

We have to do much better to get our
people out of this country, and all that
material that was left behind is now in
the hands of our enemies.

BUILD BACK BETTER AGENDA

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, we
were here until about 12:15 this morn-
ing trying to work out the votes for a
rule to move America forward. I hope
we have them. We will find out soon.

We are trying to get the Build Back
Better bill passed, the resolution to
provide the opportunity for us to have
that bill come forward, and the infra-
structure bill as well. They will provide
for needed infrastructure for American
companies, businesses, and families;
child care tax credits to be made per-
manent; prescription drug costs to be
reduced; water lines improved and cor-
rected; wastewater, which was so inad-
equate in Tennessee, where we had doz-
ens die from floods.

Hopefully, we will get this passed, it
is important business. I thank Speaker
PELOSI and Leader HOYER for their long
hours and their work in trying to build
back America better.

AMERICANS STRANDED IN
AFGHANISTAN

(Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, President Biden’s failure to
safely withdraw our troops from Af-
ghanistan has resulted in American ci-
vilians being attacked in broad day-
light on the streets of Kabul as they
attempt to reach the airport.

As I speak today, Americans are
being stranded behind enemy lines. Our
top priority must be to bring them
home safely. Now is not the time for
taking vacations or giving canned re-
marks from the west wing.

Now is the time for American leader-
ship, and President Biden has failed us
in this regard. The evidence is clear,
the fall of Afghanistan is Joe Biden’s
Saigon.

Today, my prayers are with the mili-
tary that they have redeployed and are
working to end this crisis. They are
also with the American citizens who
remain today stranded in Afghanistan.
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